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T'HE LITTLE ROCK CRISIS,
1957-1958

“I HAD CRACKED THE WALL”

Daisy Bates, president of the Arkansas NAACP and adviser to the
Little Rock Nine, watches as armed troops prepare to escort the
black students to Central High School.

In the world media, the crisis at Little Rock in the fall of 1957 began on
September 4, when a long line of Arkansas National Guardsmen with
drawn bayonets turned a fifieen-year-old girl away from the entrance to
Central High School and motioned her back into an angry mob that
threatened to lynch her It continued when Governor Orval Faubus
traveled north for a solemn confrontation with President Dwight D.
Eisenhower. And it ended three weeks later with the cool professional-
ism of paratroopers from the 101st Airborne Division making a show of
federal power in a southern state.







