


Kindergarten

Reading

The Kindergarten reading curriculum is
based on the insight that effective readers
use specific strategies to help them better
understand the text. Different types of texts
have different structures, and understanding
a text’s structure helps the reader better
understand its meaning.

Word study incorporates phonics, spelling,
and vocabulary, which are integral parts of our
balanced literacy curriculum. Children learn
sounds and corresponding symbols and are
taught to blend the sounds and symbols into
words and sentences.

Writing

The essential understanding of the Writers’
Workshop in Kindergarten is that good writers
make good readers. Punctuation marks and
grammar rules are like highway signs and
traffic signals. They guide readers through the
text to help avoid confusion.

Math

The Everyday Mathematics program is
used in Kindergarten, enabling children to
learn more mathematical content and develop
the logical thought processes they will carry
through life. This program is organized to
develop understanding in six mathematical
content strands, which cover a number of
skills and concepts, including: attention to
numeration and computation, geometry,
data, and algebraic thinking. Measurement
and reference frames include money,
clocks, calendars, measurement concepts of
temperature, capacity, weight, time, volume,
and estimation.

Science

The Kindergarten science curriculum is
designed to expand the students’ experiences
in the natural world. Science lessons rely
heavily on hands-on activities. Students
develop an understanding of how science
relates to everyday life, and build a natural
curiosity about the world around them.

Foreign Language

The Lower School foreign language
philosophy is designed to instill in its students
an appreciation and enthusiasm for the study
of language and culture. Our work is guided
by essential questions, such as “Why learn
another language?” and “What does this
language sound like to me?” These questions
are addressed, applied, and considered
throughout the entire year. Students will be
asked to consider the importance of developing
a second language and the role it may play
in their own personal growth. They will
explore the diversity of the francophone and
Spanish-speaking worlds, and will learn some
beginning language skills. Finally, students
will be asked to use what they have learned
to communicate purposefully using the target
language.

Kindergarten language students will
be exposed to both French and Spanish
throughout the year. As this will be the
foundation for further language learning,
students will develop conversation skills on
age-appropriate topics of the Kindergarten
world.
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Art

Art education is basic to children’s
perceptual development. Experiences in
painting, drawing, printing, cutting, folding,
and modeling help develop motor skills,
while discussing art helps reinforce verbal
skills. Students in Kindergarten explore
visual expression using a variety of materials.
They create original works of art inspired by
imagination, personal experiences, and the art
of other cultures.

Bible/Religion

How can lessons from the Bible and
religious traditions help us in our daily lives?
During class each week, children will have
opportunities to grow in their awareness of
God as they are engaged with Bible stories
and religious traditions. A variety of teaching
methods and resources will be used—stories,
film/video, songs and movement,
dramatization, and art activities.

Although the class will be taught from the
Judeo-Christian perspective, other religious
traditions and practices will be included and
the children will be encouraged to share their
own religious heritage.

Music

Children learn by doing. Through active
music experiences, such as singing, playing
instruments, creating music, dancing,
dramatic movement, and listening,
Kindergarten children begin to establish music
learning and enjoyment as a natural part of
their world. Graphic notation is introduced to
prepare for reading and writing music, and
specific concepts are taught, such as high/low
and loud/soft. Social development is enhanced
as children experience the joy of making music
individually and as part of a group.
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Health and Physical Education

Physical education is lively, energy-filled
learning for all Kindergarten students. Classes
are designed to introduce new ways to move,
be active, and enjoy learning. Students learn
basic locomotor and non-locomotor skills,
to recognize personal and general space,
and to move in various pathways. This
curriculum is based on the school-wide vision
of wellness. The goal of the health program
is to equip students with the knowledge and
ability necessary to practice health-enhancing
behaviors, such as disease prevention, proper
nutrition, and health risk reduction. The
physical education program is designed to
develop physically educated individuals who
have the knowledge, skills, and confidence to
enjoy a lifetime of healthy physical activity.

Computer

In Kindergarten, computers are used in
classrooms and small lab settings.
Instruction is aimed at enhancing a number of
pre-academic skills. For more information
on the Lower School technology program,
please go to <http://fc.lovett.org/~test/>.



First Grade

Reading

The first grade reading curriculum is based
on the essential understanding that reading
connects text to our lives. Through the
Readers’ Workshop approach, students
engage in reading that explores their
ever-expanding individual interests and
provides exposure to different genres.
Through this approach, first graders will
understand that we read for a variety of
purposes. Students learn to appreciate, enjoy,
listen to, and read good literature. Students
use literature as a communicative, creative,
and functional language experience. Through
hearing and reading literature, students learn
comprehension skills, develop listening skills,
and expand their vocabulary.

Understanding that word-attack skills are
one of many strategies that children utilize to
become more proficient readers, our phonics
curriculum focuses on helping children become
proficient in letter-sound relationships and
auditory and visual discrimination skills.

First grade students apply reading-readiness
skills that include short and long vowel words
and consonant blends. The children continue
working toward fluency with the Dolch sight
words. Students also practice sequencing
events in a story, determining cause and

effect relationships, predicting outcomes, and
drawing conclusions from stories. Themes and
child-initiated interests and topics are used as
a springboard for the language arts curriculum
in first grade.

Writing

Through Writers’ Workshop, children are
encouraged to express themselves using
descriptive, detailed language and develop
their voices as writers. Students share their
writing with others and explore essential
understandings, such as why we write, the
importance of considering the audience when

we write, how punctuation effects the way
written language is read, and how writers
communicate through various crafts.

First grade students work on writing
complete statement and question sentences.
Students are introduced to correct sentence
structure, learn capitalization and end
punctuation rules, and experiment with the use
of other forms of punctuation.

First grade students write about personal
experiences and feelings using traditional
and developmental spelling. To facilitate the
development of traditional spelling, words are
introduced in an organized way and ample
opportunities for authentic applications of
newly acquired spelling skills are provided.
Handwriting instruction focuses on correct
pencil grip and the formation and spacing
of the 26 upper and lower case letters of the
alphabet using the Handwriting Without
Tears program.

Mathematics

The first grade math program combines
review and expansion of the manipulative
program and skKills learned in Kindergarten
with an introduction to other written material.
The Everyday Mathematics program is a
problem-solving approach that uses everyday
situations as lessons progress throughout the
year. Hands-on activities with the entire class
and in small groups allow for frequent practice
through games and exploratory activities.

First grade Everyday Mathematics
emphasizes numeration and order,
operations, exploring data and chance,
geometry and spatial sense, measurement,
time, money, and patterns.
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Social Studies

First grade students begin with the study of
themselves, their families, and their
communities. Additional areas of study
include our world near and far, holidays,
seasons of the year, and the relationship
between humans and animals. Maps, globes,
graphs, and cooperative learning activities are
incorporated into lessons. Social studies topics
relating to current events are also integrated
into the curriculum.

Science

Science in first grade is filled with hands-on,
minds-on exploration and discovery. The focus
is on life science, emphasizing the growth
process plants and animals go through. We
also touch on earth and physical sciences
throughout the year. Students begin learning
science process skills, such as observing,
inquiring, and communicating.

Students study two main units during
the year. Starting with plants and seeds,
the students observe the parts of seeds
and how they grow, how seeds travel, soil
composition, and the importance of plants
to the environment. The second semester is
spent discovering all things animal, which
includes a collaborative unit across classrooms
with the “Read to Feed” project. Time is also
spent learning about life cycles, including
how caterpillars become butterflies and how
tadpoles become frogs.

Students frequently utilize Lovett’s natural
surroundings to increase awareness of the
world around them.
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Foreign Language

The Lower School foreign language
philosophy is designed to instill in its students
an appreciation and enthusiasm for the study
of language and culture. Our first graders
focus their language study in either French
or Spanish, beginning a language track that
will continue through fifth grade. Their work
is guided by essential questions, such as:

“Am | part of a French-speaking community?
Spanish-speaking community?” and “Can |
communicate with people who don’t speak
English?” These questions are addressed,
applied, and considered in each language track
throughout the entire year. Students will be
asked to consider the importance of developing
a second language and the role it may play in
their own personal growth. They will be asked
to use what they have learned to communicate
using their new language skills in purposeful
ways.

Skills from Kindergarten will be recycled
and reapplied. We will add to our “small talk”
repertoire by discussing preferences, family
life, and local weather. Students will begin to
make important linguistic connections. It is our
hope that what they learn in French or Spanish
will provide a broader vision of each child’s
own community.

Art

The first grade art program builds upon
beginning artistic skills and knowledge.
Students compose and construct original
two-and three-dimensional works of art that
demonstrate proper use of a variety of art
materials. Students identify the expressive use
of line, color, texture, shape, form, and
pattern in their own work and the work
of other artists. Artists of many disciplines
are discussed as valuable members of the
community.



Bible/Religion

A sense of wonder about God’s creation and
the place of human beings in it is encouraged.
Bible stories and picture books, along with
creative activities, are used to explore the
similarities and differences among all of
God'’s creatures. Highlights of the first grade
curriculum are lessons focused on Heifer
International’s “Read to Feed” program.
During this study, we learn about the needs
of others in our world and how each of us can
reach out and make a difference. The unit is
taught collaboratively with science and library
classes.

Music

The goal of the Lower School music program
is to build a strong foundation of music skills
using a diverse curriculum designed for fun,
active music learning. The first grade music
curriculum enhances each child’s music
literacy through a variety of experiences
(songs, instruments, dance, creative movement,
dramatic play, and exposure to all genres of
music) and focuses on development of specific
music concepts, such as identifying rhythm
and melody patterns, relating music sound
to music notation, and developing a music
vocabulary to be able to express what they
hear and feel in works of music. Vocal and
instrument playing skills progress as children
experience music individually and as a group.

Health and Physical Education

In first grade, emphasis is placed on
developing basic motor skills and movement
patterns such as running, jumping, throwing,
catching, and kicking. These movements are
the building blocks to more complex motor
movements that will be needed in future
skills. Movement concepts, body management,
locomotor movement, and manipulative
skills are all incorporated in this grade level.
First grade health stresses the importance of
good hygiene for disease prevention. This
curriculum is based on the school-wide vision
of wellness. The goal of the health program
is to equip students with the knowledge and
ability necessary to practice health-enhancing
behaviors, such as disease prevention, proper
nutrition, and health risk education. The
physical education program is designed to
develop physically educated individuals who
have the knowledge, skills, and confidence to
enjoy a lifetime of healthy physical activity.

Computer

The Lower School computer program is
designed around the following essential
understandings:

B Technology is a tool in our everyday life.

B Technology helps us retrieve and present
information.

B Technological progress presents new
possibilities and challenges.

The technologists and classroom teachers
collaborate to design lessons and projects
that integrate the classroom curriculum and
technology.

The computer curriculum covers the
following topics, keeping age appropriateness
in mind: word processing, spreadsheets,
multimedia, Internet usage, computer ethics
and safety, and programming. A more
detailed description of the program
can be found at <http://fc.lovett.org/~test/>.
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Second Grade

Reading

The second grade reading curriculum is
based on the essential understanding that
strong readers use a variety of comprehension
strategies when reading. Students will come
to understand that reading and writing are
interconnected. Students learn to appreciate
and enjoy listening to and reading literature.
Through exposure to a variety of genres,
students learn comprehension strategies,
develop listening skills, and expand their
vocabulary.

During Readers’ Workshop, second grade
students practice and apply reading
comprehension strategies and strategies to
figure out words, using a variety of genre,
both fiction and nonfiction. They learn to
make connections between texts and their
own experiences, enhancing their
comprehension. Students learn to read with
fluency and accuracy. In addition, students
learn spelling patterns and decoding skills
through word study, with an additional
emphasis on grammar and mechanics.

Writing

Second grade students will come to
understand that writing is a form of
communication and is a craft that can be
learned. Students write for varied purposes
with specific audiences in mind. Proper use of
punctuation, spelling, and grammar allows the
students’ audience to better understand their
writing.

Through Writers’ Workshop, students
develop the craft of writing. Explicit
instruction and mini-lessons expose students
to all aspects of the writing process, from
choosing a topic to editing for publication.
The students learn to read texts like writers,
studying both the structure and the strategic
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ways authors use words. In-depth genre
studies include poetry, personal narrative, and
nonfiction.

Handwriting instruction focuses on the
proper formation of lower and upper case
cursive letters, using the Handwriting Without
Tears program.

Mathematics

Using manipulative materials, the second
grade math curriculum builds a concrete
understanding of topics by applying a
problem-solving approach to everyday
situations.

Second grade students expand their
knowledge of numeration, place value,
addition and subtraction, telling time,
measurement, graphing, money, fractions,
and geometry. The concepts of multiplication
and division are introduced. Lessons are
introduced to the entire class and followed by
students working individually, in pairs, or in
small groups. Games and explorations are
used to further reinforce new skills. Second
graders are expected to master the addition
and subtraction facts.

Social Studies

Social studies topics are integrated into
the language arts curriculum. Students will
gain an understanding and appreciation of
various cultures. Students will learn map
skills, basic geography, and their place in the
world. Students will also learn about our state,
Georgia, through a study of its history, culture,
symbols, and unique features.



Science

Second grade science expands on the
process skills of observing, inquiring, and
communicating, building on what was
developed in first grade. Life science remains a
focus as we incorporate earth science, and the
science process skills of classifying, measuring,
and estimating.

Second graders spend the first semester
studying nocturnal animals, with a focus on
bats and owls. They discuss the differences
between nocturnal and diurnal animals and
the benefits of sleeping during the day. The
process of dissection is introduced when the
students study owl pellets. After winter break,
second grade students investigate dinosaurs.
They learn about different species, time
periods, and fossils. The year rounds out with
a unit on our solar system, which incorporates
the planets, types of stars, and where Earth fits
into the vastness of the universe.

Foreign Language

The Lower School foreign language
philosophy is designed to instill in its students
an appreciation and enthusiasm for the study
of language and culture. Our work is guided
by several major understandings that are
addressed, applied, and considered throughout
the entire year. For example, students are
asked to reflect upon the importance of their
second language learning and the role it plays
in their own personal growth. They continue to
explore the diversity of the francophone world
and where they fit in this community. Finally,
students are asked to use what they have
learned to communicate in purposeful and
creative ways, gaining confidence as language
speakers.

In both the French and Spanish tracks, there
is a period of review to acclimate the students
to the language classroom. The learning spiral
continues on a variety of topics, including table
setting, telling time, family life, and routines

at home. Interactive games, music, and other
authentic materials will help set the stage for
active learning and enrich the second grade
language experience.

Art

The second grade art curriculum will focus
on understanding art from around the world.
Students will spend the year learning that most
nations and cultures create artwork for various
reasons. The study of artists from diverse
cultural backgrounds will increase students’
understanding of the world and the people
they will meet in the years ahead. Second
grade art students learn about the elements
of art (shape, line, color, and texture) and are
able to identify and discuss these elements in a
work of art. This program develops perceptual
awareness, provides for creative art activity,
includes art appreciation, and builds
awareness of art in everyday life.

Bible/Religion

Second graders will have opportunities to
grow in their awareness of God through Bible
stories, contemporary stories, group sharing,
and discussion. They will explore questions,
such as: “Who are my neighbors?” and “What
are the virtues of a caring person?” A service
emphasis related to the New Testament story
of the Good Samaritan involves the students
in two projects for the Central Night Shelter
in downtown Atlanta. Although the class is
taught from the Judeo-Christian perspective,
other religious traditions and practices are
included and children are encouraged to share
their own religious heritage.
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Music

The second grade music curriculum is
an extension of the music skills taught in
Kindergarten and first grade music. Students
engage in singing, listening, playing Orff
and rhythm instruments, moving, creating,
and dramatizing. The concepts of music are
simply taught using a variety of resources and
teaching methods (Kodaly, Orff, films, stories,
games, visuals, and art activities). Second
graders also perform in the Lower School
Holiday Musical each year.

Health and Physical Education

In second grade, the perfecting of basic motor
skills and patterns continues with emphasis
placed on combining movements necessary
for a variety of physical activities. These motor
patterns become less mechanical and begin to
reflect a deeper understanding of movement
and how to change its rhythm to fit the activity.
Health in the second grade calls attention to
nutrition and its importance to maintaining a
healthy body. This curriculum is based on the
school-wide vision of wellness. The goal of the
health program is to equip students with the
knowledge and ability necessary to practice
health-enhancing behaviors, such as disease
prevention, proper nutrition, and health risk
education. The Physical Education program
is designed to develop physically educated
individuals who have the knowledge, skills,
and confidence to enjoy a lifetime of healthy
physical education.
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Computer

The Lower School computer program is
designed around the following essential
understandings:

W Technology is a tool in our everyday life.

B Technology helps us retrieve and present
information.

B Technological progress presents new
possibilities and challenges.

The technologists and classroom teachers
collaborate to design lessons and projects
that integrate the classroom curriculum and
technology.

In general, the computer curriculum
covers the following topics, keeping age
appropriateness in mind: word processing,
spreadsheets, multimedia, Internet usage,
computer ethics and safety, and programming.
A more detailed description of the program
can be found at <http://fc.lovett.org/~test/>.



Third Grade

Reading

The third grade reading curriculum is based
on the essential understandings that strong
readers use a variety of comprehension
strategies when reading, and because reading
and writing are interconnected, strong
readers make strong writers. Students learn
to appreciate and discuss good literature.
Through hearing and reading literature,
students learn comprehension skills, develop
listening skills, and expand their vocabulary.

Through Readers’ Workshop and book clubs,
third grade students apply reading skills using
context clues and decoding skills. Students
discuss the main ideas and supporting details
of stories, continue to focus on cause and effect,
and the sequence of events of stories. Third
grade students are exposed to making outcome
predictions and drawing conclusions from
selected inferential material. Attention is also
given to analyzing the behavior of characters
in stories. Third graders begin to focus on
identifying overarching themes in literature.

Writing
The essential understanding of the third
grade Writers’ Workshop is that in order to be

an effective writer, one must live a “writerly
life” and study the craft of other authors.

Authentic writing is a significant component
of the third grade writing curriculum. During
Writers’ Workshop, students will study a
variety of different genres. These may include
poetry, memoir, nonfiction, fiction, photo story,
biography, and essay. Lessons in grammar
and spelling are incorporated into the Writers’
Workshop. Students also learn keyboarding
skills in the third grade.

Mathematics

The third grade math curriculum is based
on the essential understanding that critical
thinking is developed by applying a
problem-solving approach to everyday
situations.

Third grade students review and expand
their knowledge of concepts and processes
in the areas of numeration, place value,
addition, subtraction, multiplication, division,
measurements, graphing, estimation, fractions,
geometry, and probability. Students develop
skills in math vocabulary, listening, following
directions, solving story problems, and
everyday life skills.

Social Studies

The essential understandings that guide
our third grade social studies curriculum are
that communities consist of people residing
and working in geographic settings. There are
lessons to be learned from the challenges and
struggles communities have faced in the past
and present.

Third grade students begin with an overview
of different types of communities, and how the
natural environment might affect the people
who reside there, work there, and the local
economy.

The focus then transitions to the economic
concepts of labor, specialization, and capital
resources. The students gain an understanding
of the criteria needed for businesses to be
successful.

Our third unit of study encompasses
the timeline from the Ice Age to the first
inhabitants of Georgia, focusing on the impact
of the Creek and the Cherokee cultures on our
state. Students learn how these indigenous
people used and conserved natural resources in
their environments to meet their needs.
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Science

Third grade science further develops
students’ awareness of our environment.
Units of study are derived from life, earth,
and physical sciences. Students increase their
understanding of many process skills, and
build on this knowledge through predictions,
interpretations, and hypotheses.

Third grade starts out on a journey to answer
the questions, “What makes up the human
body and what does it mean to be healthy?”
Students come to understand that living things
have different structures with various functions
and recognize the roles exercise and good
nutrition play in human development.

Following the human body, third graders
jump into a unit on physics. This unit will lead
to an understanding of the laws and forces that
govern our world, as well as the roles tools and
machines play in our lives.

Finally, we will explore environmental
science. Students will discover how the
needs of living things can be met by their
environments, how humans impact the
environment, and how the Earth provides
materials and resources necessary for living.

French

Our work for the year is guided by several
essential questions. In a world that is becoming
more and more globalized, and people are
traveling more than ever, including our
students, it is increasingly necessary to be
able to express one’s physical and emotional
needs in a second language. This year’s
students work to acquire these skills and gain
confidence as language speakers. Subsequently,
students are asked to reflect on the importance
of learning about a foreign culture and the role
it may play in their daily lives.
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Art

The third grade art curriculum will focus
on understanding art from around the world.
Students will spend the year learning that
most nations and cultures create artwork for
various reasons. The study of artists from
diverse cultural backgrounds will increase
students’ understanding of the world and
the people they will meet in the years ahead.
Third grade art students will be exposed to an
extensive study of painting techniques. They
will review the elements of art and develop
an art portfolio to demonstrate their progress.
They will learn the elements of two- and three-
dimensional art, and practice construction
techniques in sculpture production. The history
of art will be introduced; students will learn
about significant historical artworks and their
relevance today.

Bible/Religion

What is the Bible? This class explores The
Good News Bible, which is the basic text for
third grade. A variety of teaching methods
are used to introduce and understand the
organization of the Bible. Selected stories from
the Bible are introduced and studied.
Although the class is taught from the Judeo-
Christian perspective, other religious
traditions and practices are included
throughout the year. Children are always
encouraged to share their own religious
heritage and to respect the heritage of others.



Music

Third grade students will participate in
general music or orchestra. The third grade
general music curriculum is a further extension
of music taught in the second grade. The
concepts of music continue to be taught using
a variety of Orff process and skilled-based
activities. Students enjoy singing a wide
variety of music, and practice harmony
through rounds and partner songs. They
practice listening, moving, creating in
cooperative groups, and dramatizing to music
and stories. Third graders read and play
instrumental parts on classroom instruments
and are introduced to the recorder. They
perform in the Lower School Holiday Musical,
and third grade boys are eligible to participate
in the all-boy chorus, M&M.

The orchestra offers third, fourth, and
fifth graders the opportunity to learn the
fundamentals of playing the violin, viola,
cello, and bass. As students progress through
the program, they use these fundamentals as
building blocks to learn and perform more
advanced literature. Students rehearse twice
a week and perform at least two concerts
during the year, one during the holiday
season and another in the spring. A goal for
these young players is to be able to perform
with more advanced orchestras throughout
their Lovett career.

Health and Physical Education

The goal of physical education in third
grade is to transfer motor skills and patterns
into movements necessary for modified game
play. An importance is placed on responsible
personal and social behavior during physical
activity. Health education in third grade
highlights the importance of time management
and the consequences of sleep deprivation.
This curriculum is based on the school-
wide vision of wellness. The goal of the
health program is to equip students with the
knowledge and ability necessary to practice
health-enhancing behaviors, such as disease
prevention, proper nutrition, and health risk
reduction. The physical education program
is designed to develop physically educated
individuals who have the knowledge, skills,
and confidence to enjoy a lifetime of healthy
physical activity.

Computer

The Lower School computer program is
designed around the following essential
understandings:

B Technology is a tool in our everyday life.

B Technology helps us retrieve and present
information.

B Technological progress presents new
possibilities and challenges.

The technologists and classroom teachers
collaborate to design lessons and projects
that integrate the classroom curriculum and
technology.

In general, the computer curriculum
covers the following topics, keeping age
appropriateness in mind: word processing,
spreadsheets, multimedia, Internet usage,
computer ethics and safety, and programming.
A more detailed description of the program
can be found at <http://fc.lovett.org/~test/>.
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Fourth Grade

Reading

Through Readers’ Workshop, students learn
to appreciate, enjoy, listen to, analyze, and
read good literature. Texts cover a variety of
genres and students develop their ability to
use higher-level thinking skills. Reading ties
directly to our Writers’ Workshop; as students
read, they explore and experiment with literary
elements, how texts are structured, and the use
of writers’ craft. Through reading, they make
connections and transfer meaning to their own
lives.

Writing

Through Writers’ Workshop, students
develop the craft of writing. Mini-lessons
expose the students to all aspects of the writing
process. Lessons in grammar and word study
are incorporated in the Writers’ Workshop
routine. The children learn to read texts like
writers, studying both structure and the ways
in which authors use words. Students study
various genres over the course of the year.

Mathematics

Fourth grade students use the Everyday
Mathematics program created by the
University of Chicago School Mathematics
Project (UCSMP). Students are exposed to
alternative problem-solving strategies and
allowed to incorporate those techniques that
best suit their individual learning styles.
Working with partners and in small groups
further enhances clearer thinking and
communication skills. Everyday Mathematics
projects help students make connections
between mathematics and the real world. Basic
facts are brought to mastery through game
playing and weekly practice. Mental math
exercises provide numerous opportunities
to solve problems through recall and logic.
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Application of concepts and skills through a
variety of activities and learning experiences is
ongoing.

Social Studies

Fourth grade students focus on American
history, from prehistory through early
colonization using Joy Hakim’s History of
Us. Students explore why we study history,
the important role of perspective, and what
affects people’s freedoms and opportunities.
By working with social studies texts, students
enhance their understanding of nonfiction
reading strategies. Map skills and current
events are emphasized throughout the
curriculum.

Further time is spent as social studies
topics are integrated into other areas of the
curriculum.

Science

“What’s out there?” is the question that
guides fourth grade scientists as they learn
to view themselves as part of a bigger world.
Students are challenged to ask and figure out
ways to answer their own inquiries,
uncovering systematic ways to look at science
in the process. Topics students cover include
weather, moon phases, electricity/circuit
building, and an introduction to forensic
science through a mystery.

Fourth graders continue building the
skills that create the foundation for scientific
thinking this year and beyond. New skills
introduced include nonfiction reading and
research, application of knowledge to activities,
date interpretation, PowerPoint creation as a
resource to assist teaching, small group and
team collaboration, and
note-taking.



French

The Lower School foreign language
philosophy is designed to instill in its students
an appreciation and enthusiasm for the study
of language and culture. Our work is guided
by several major understandings that are
addressed, applied, and considered throughout
the entire year. For example, students are
asked to reflect upon the importance of their
second language learning and the role it plays
in their own personal growth. They continue to
explore the diversity of the francophone world
and where they fit in this community. Finally,
students are asked to use what they have
learned to communicate in French.

After a period of review to acclimate the
students to the French-speaking classroom,
learning continues “in the schoolhouse,” as
students explore a variety of francophone
customs and vocabulary relating to school-life
in France. Fourth graders will visit the
Louvre-Atlanta exhibit, making connections
about language and art in its most organic
form. They also produce poetry and comic
strips, putting into action the vocabulary and
language structures acquired throughout the
year.

Art

The fourth grade art curriculum will focus on
the elements and principles of design. Students
will explore and refine the application of
various media, design techniques, and artistic
processes. They will then analyze and interpret
selected historical works of art using these
core elements and design principles. There is
an emphasis in the fourth grade on drawing
faces and figures. Students learn the differences
between portrait, landscape, and still-life art.
Ceramics, linoleum printmaking, and creating
self portraits are part of the fourth grade
curriculum.

Bible/Religion

Our fourth grade focus is an overview of the

Bible, tracing the concept of God’s covenant

in the Old Testament and reaching into the
beginnings of the New Testament. Our class
text is the Bible and the Children’s Illustrated
Bible. A variety of methods are used to study
stories, including Reader’s Theatre, creative
writing, and games.

Although the class is taught from the
Judeo-Christian perspective, other religious
traditions and practices are included
throughout the year. Children are always
encouraged to share their own religious
heritage and experiences.

Music

Students in fourth grade will participate in
general music, orchestra, or band. In fourth
and fifth grade general music classes, students
engage in a more in-depth study of the
concepts of music, such as rhythm, melody;,
form, harmony, and texture. They begin to
listen to and identify intervals, and can sing
in two-part harmony. Students are exposed
to appealing song literature from a variety
of cultures, music for listening, movement
activities, instrumental parts to read, poetry
and story selections for dramatization,
and music for recorder. Students work in
cooperative groups to compose music to
sing or to play on Orff, and create movement
for listening selections. Fourth and fifth
graders continue to play Orff and classroom
instruments, using more difficult melodies and
rhythms. These students may audition for the
acting roles in the Lower School Holiday and
Spring Musicals, if they so choose. All fourth
and fifth graders are also eligible to join and
perform in the Lovett Lower School Chorus,
which rehearses once a week after school
hours.

The Lower School Orchestra offers third,
fourth, and fifth graders the opportunity
to learn the fundamentals of playing the
violin, viola, cello, and bass. As students
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progress through the program, they use these
fundamentals as building blocks to learn and
perform more advanced literature. Students
rehearse twice a week and perform at least
two concerts during the year, one during the
holiday season and another in the spring.

A goal for these young players is to be able
to perform with more advanced orchestras
throughout their Lovett career.

Lovett’s Lower School Band program
provides a wonderful opportunity for fourth
and fifth grade students to learn to play a wind
or percussion instrument. The program teaches
students to understand the general physics of
all the band instruments, such as transposition,
intonation, and chord placement. Students will
be taught and encouraged to compliment/
critique themselves and each other in order
to objectively set musical goals. They will
improve their appreciation, understanding,
and performance of music though their
instruments, focusing on the following musical
elements: embouchure, posture and playing
position, breathing, mechanical knowledge
of instruments (keys, valves, etc.), melody
and harmony, articulation and style, tone
quality and intonation, dynamics, phrasing
and personal interpretation, history, and
music of many cultures and genres. Students
will rehearse twice a week for approximately
45 minutes, and will perform at least three
times during the school year. The following
instruments are taught in the Lovett Lower
School Band: flute, oboe, clarinet, saxophone,
trumpet, french horn, trombone, baritone, tuba,
and percussion.

Health and Physical Education

Fourth grade takes the more complex motor
movements and incorporates them into
sport- specific development. Fourth grade
health emphasizes cardiovascular fitness by
incorporating heart rate monitors using both
aerobic and anaerobic exercises during physical
activity. This curriculum is based on the
school-wide vision of wellness. The goal of the
health program is to equip students with the
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knowledge and ability necessary to practice
health-enhancing behaviors, such as disease
prevention, proper nutrition, and health risk
reduction. The Physical Education program
is designed to develop physically educated
individuals who have the knowledge, skills,
and confidence to enjoy a lifetime of healthy
physical activity.

Computer

The Lower School computer program is
designed around the following essential
understandings:

B Technology is a tool in our everyday life.

B Technology helps us retrieve and present
information.

B Technological progress presents new
possibilities and challenges.

The technologists and classroom teachers
collaborate to design lessons and projects
that integrate the classroom curriculum and
technology.

The computer curriculum covers the
following topics, keeping age appropriateness
in mind: word processing, spreadsheets,
multimedia, Internet usage, computer ethics
and safety, and programming. A more detailed
description of the program can be found at
<http://fc.lovett.org/~test/>.



Fifth Grade

Reading

Literature is the basis for the reading
program in fifth grade. Students learn to
appreciate, enjoy, listen to, and read good
literature. This curriculum is based on a desire
to create motivated, confident, skilled readers;
it emphasizes a belief in the beauty and power
of written language. The ultimate goal of the
reading instruction is to develop a love for
reading. Students will come to understand
the following: reading has relevance in their
lives; good readers use a variety of strategies
to comprehend text; good readers choose
literature in a variety of genres, appropriate to
their interests and abilities; and reading well
benefits them in everyday life.

Writing

The fifth grade writing program focuses
on the study of professional authors’ crafts.
Students use these techniques in their writers’
notebooks and take pieces completely
through the writing process into published
form. The students will come to understand
the following: authors write for a variety of
purposes and audiences; writers have keen
observations of the world around them, which
influence their writing; authors use standard
conventions to convey their thoughts and
purposes clearly; effective writers hook and
hold their readers; and reading broadens one’s
understanding of writing.

Mathematics

The mathematics program prepares
students to make sound decisions in areas
that involve mathematics. The children have
many experiences to help them form an
appreciation of the ways mathematics impacts
their daily lives. Students will understand the

following: that there are multiple methods of
approaching and solving problems; math rules
are designed to assist in understanding the
world; technology increases the efficiency of
math; estimating and testing for reasonableness
are important strategies; and number sense and
spatial awareness are critical math skills.

Social Studies

Fifth grade students focus on a study
of American history from 1735 to 1850.
Students will understand that the colonies
were expanding, their economic needs were
changing, and political conflicts were leading
toward revolutionary changes. These events
ultimately led to the creation of the United
States of America. Students will study the
development of the government as the United
States continued to grow and adapt to reflect
the freedoms of its ever-changing, diverse
population. During this study, students
will learn about the events and people who
contributed to the founding of our nation.

Science

“What is water?” Fifth grade students
ponder this question from a number of
perspectives. Water will be examined through
environmental, molecular (as a molecule
and through elements on the periodic table),
biological, and chemical lenses. Focusing on
the ways scientists approach inquiry, students
will be formally introduced to the scientific
method as the scaffold for completing their
own experimentation.

Fifth graders continue to enhance skills
related to nonfiction reading, data collection,
interpretation and management, inferring,
analyzing, problem solving, literary research,
experimentation, and model building.
Concepts will include: aquatic biology and
habitats, pollution (point and non-point
polluters), chemical testing and reactions,
predator/prey population balance, human
impact, ocean composition, mammalian
investigation, genetics, and scale building.
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French

The Lower School foreign language
philosophy is designed to instill in its students
an appreciation and enthusiasm for the study
of language and culture. Our work is guided
by several major understandings that are
addressed, applied, and considered throughout
the entire year. For example, students are
asked to reflect upon the importance of their
second language learning and the role it plays
in their own personal growth. They continue to
explore the diversity of the francophone world
and where they fit in this community. Finally,
students are asked to use what they have
learned to communicate in purposeful and
creative ways.

After a period of review to acclimate the
students to the French-speaking classroom,
learning continues as students put to use
previously acquired language in meaningful,
real-life scenarios. The focus for the year is
on developing spontaneous, natural, and
courteous conversations using the Total
Physical Response language method. Students
will create and animate mini-dialogues based
on vocabulary from the current year and years
past.

Art

The fifth grade art curriculum will focus on
the elements and principles of design. Students
will explore and refine the application of
various media, design techniques, and artistic
processes. They will then analyze and interpret
selected historical works of art using these core
elements and design principles in expressing
themselves through the language of art. They
will understand the contributions of the arts
and artists to societies and cultures, past and
present.

Bible/Religion

Throughout the fifth grade, students study
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—the three
great monotheistic religions of the world. The
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course follows the historic development of the
religions and their common roots. Beginning
with Judaism, the students learn about the
High Holy Days and other Jewish holidays,
and go on a field trip to the William Bremen
Jewish Heritage Museum. Next, the study
focuses on Christianity, including highlights
from the beginning of the Christian movement
and the growth of the church. As a part of this
unit, the students read the Gospel of Mark.
Finally, the course concludes with a unit of
Islam. These lessons incorporate readings,
videos, speakers about the faith and its
practices, and a field trip to a local mosque.

One goal for fifth grade religion students is
to explore their own religious heritage through
the completion of a family tree. Another goal
is to learn and appreciate what the religions
of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam share in
common.

Music

Students in fifth grade will participate in
general music, orchestra, or band. In fourth
and fifth grade music classes, students engage
in a more in-depth study of the concepts of
music, such as rhythm, melody, form, harmony,
and texture. They begin to listen to and
identify intervals, and can sing in two-part
harmony. Students are exposed to appealing
song literature from a variety of cultures, music
for listening, movement activities, instrumental
parts to read, poetry and story selections for
dramatization, and music for recorder.
Students work in cooperative groups to
compose music to sing or to play on Orff,
and create movement for listening selections.
Fourth and fifth graders continue to play
Orff and classroom instruments, using more
difficult melodies and rhythms. These students
may audition for the acting roles in the Lower
School Holiday and Spring Musicals if they
so choose. All fourth and fifth graders are also
eligible to join and perform in the Lovett Lower
School Chorus, which rehearses once a week
after school hours.



The Lower School Orchestra offers third,
fourth, and fifth graders the opportunity
to learn the fundamentals of playing the
violin, viola, cello, and bass. As students
progress through the program, they use these
fundamentals as building blocks to learn and
perform more advanced literature. Students
rehearse twice a week and perform at least
two concerts during the year, one during the
holiday season and another in the spring.
A goal for these young players is to be able
to perform with more advanced orchestras
throughout their Lovett career.

Lovett’s Lower School Band program
provides a wonderful opportunity for fourth
and fifth grade students to learn to play a wind
or percussion instrument. The program teaches
students to understand the general physics of
all the band instruments, such as transposition,
intonation, and chord placement. Students will
be taught and encouraged to compliment/
critique themselves and each other in order
to objectively set musical goals. They will
improve their appreciation, understanding,
and performance of music through their
instruments, focusing on the following musical
elements: embouchure, posture and playing
position, breathing, mechanical knowledge
of instruments (keys, valves, etc.), melody
and harmony, articulation and style, tone
guality and intonation, dynamics, phrasing
and personal interpretation, history, and
music of many cultures and genres. Students
will rehearse twice a week for approximately
45 minutes, and will perform at least three
times during the school year. The following
instruments are taught in the Lovett Lower
School Band: flute, oboe, clarinet, saxophone,
trumpet, french horn, trombone, baritone, tuba,
and percussion.

Health and Physical Education

The fifth grade students will continue
to develop and refine previously learned
skills, while viewing them through a more
complex lens. Skills and performances will be
dissected as students learn to recognize critical

elements movements; design-appropriate
practices for improvement; identify physical
and psychological benefits of exercise;
distinguish and develop activities of each
fitness component; interpret, understand, and
use personal fitness test results; and attribute
success and improvement to effort and practice.
We will look to our conflict-resolution skills
and group decision-making procedures as we
build our teamwork and collaboration abilities.
The focus of fifth grade health is on nutrition,
physical fitness, personal care, tobacco, and
other drugs. This curriculum is based on the
school-wide vision of wellness. The goal of the
health program is to equip students with the
knowledge and ability necessary to practice
health-enhancing behaviors, such as disease
prevention, proper nutrition, and health risk
reduction. The physical education program

is designed to develop physically educated
individuals who have the knowledge, skills,
and confidence to enjoy a lifetime of healthy
physical activity.

Computer

The Lower School computer program is
designed around the following essential
understandings:

B Technology is a tool in our everyday
life.

B Technology helps us retrieve and present
information.

B Technological progress presents new
possibilities and challenges.

The technologists and classroom teachers
collaborate to design lessons and projects
that integrate the classroom curriculum and
technology.

In general, the computer curriculum
covers the following topics, keeping age
appropriateness in mind: word processing,
spreadsheets, multimedia, Internet usage,
computer ethics and safety, and programming.
A more detailed description of the program
can be found at <http://fc.lovett.org/~test/>.
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General
Information

Guidance and Counseling

The Guidance and Counseling department,
consisting of two guidance counselors, will
focus on two areas of study this school year:
character education and health/wellness
education. Each year, the Lower School focuses
on three core character values. This year those
values are unity, humility, and positivity. All
guidance lessons for the first part of the year
are geared toward supporting and teaching
the current character value. These lessons
focus on self-esteem, friendship, diversity, and
conflict resolution. The second half of the year
guidance lessons are geared toward health
and well-being. Inherent in these lessons is a
focus on goal setting, decision making, peer
pressure, and emotional/physical health. The
overarching goal for the guidance department
is the teaching of global education, which will
be supported by the teachings noted above.
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Early Childhood Division
Kindergarten

Arrival: 7:50 am Dismissal: 2:00 pm

First Grade

Arrival: 7:50 am Dismissal: 2:50 pm

Reading (seven times)

Writing (seven times)

Mathematics (seven times)

Foreign Language (four times for 30 minutes)
Music (three times for 30 minutes)

Computer (one time for 30 minutes)

Physical Education (five times for 30 minutes)
Bible/Religion (one time for 30 minutes)
Library (two times for 30 minutes)

Art (two times for 45 minutes)

Guidance (one time for 30 minutes)

Primary Division
Second Grade

Arrival: 7:50 am Dismissal: 2:50 pm

Reading (seven times)

Writing (seven times)

Mathematics (seven times)

Science (two times for 30 minutes)

Foreign Language (four times for 30 minutes)
Music (three times for 30 minutes)

Computer (one time for 45 minutes)

Physical Education (five times for 30 minutes)
Bible/Religion (one time for 30 minutes)
Library (one time for 45 minutes)

Art (two times for 45 minutes)

Guidance (one time for 30 minutes)

Third Grade

Arrival: 7:50 am Dismissal: 2:50 pm

Reading (seven times)

Writing (seven times)

Mathematics (seven times)

Science (three times for 45 minutes)

Foreign Language (four times for 30 minutes)
Music (two times for 45 minutes)

Computer (one time for 45 minutes)

Physical Education (five times for 30 minutes)
Bible/Religion (one time for 45 minutes)
Library (one time for 45 minutes)

Art (two times for 45 minutes)

Guidance (one time for 30 minutes)

Elementary Division
Fourth Grade

Arrival: 7:50 am Dismissal: 2:50 pm

Reading (seven times)

Writing (seven times)

Mathematics (seven times)

Social Studies (four times)

Science (three times for 45 minutes)

French (four times for 30 minutes)

General Music/Orchestra (two times for 45 minutes)
Computer (one time for 60 minutes)

Physical Education (five times for 35 minutes)
Bible/Religion (one time for 45 minutes)
Library (one time for 45 minutes)

Art (one time for 60 minutes)

Guidance (one time for 30 minutes)

Fifth Grade

Arrival: 7:50 am Dismissal: 2:50 pm

Reading (seven times)

Writing (seven times)

Mathematics (seven times)

Social Studies (four to five times)
Science (three times for 60 minutes)
French (three times for 45 minutes)

General Music/Band/Orchestra (three times for

45 minutes)

Computer

Physical Education (five times for 45 minutes)
Bible/Religion (one time for 60 minutes)
Library (one time for 45 minutes)

Art (one time for 60 minutes)

Guidance (one time for 30 minutes)

Reading (seven times)

Writing (seven times)

Mathematics (seven times)

Social Studies (four to five times)

Science (four times for 45 minutes)

French (three times for 45 minutes)

General Music/Band/Orchestra (three times for
45 minutes)

Computer

Physical Education (five times for 45 minutes)
Bible/Religion (one time for 60 minutes)
Library (one time for 45 minutes)

Art (one time for 60 minutes)

Guidance (one time for 30 minutes)

The Lower School operates on a seven-day rotating schedule.
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